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Need a Fiduciary?
What You Should Know About Fleming & Curti’s Services

Fleming & Curti, PLC, is an elder law firm and licensed fiduciary practice. We assist with estate planning,
probate, trust administration, guardianships and conservatorships, and we also serve as fiduciary.
The firm and several staff members hold fiduciary licenses issued by the Arizona Supreme Court.

What Is a Fiduciary?

What does it mean to be a fiduciary? In our practice, we use the term “fiduciary” to refer to the person

(or entity) who is administering the estate of a decedent or managing the estate of a living person who may be
incapacitated. A fiduciary must act solely in the interest of the individual or estate they serve. Fiduciaries serve
in a position of trust while managing another person’s property, finances or health care.

How Can Fleming & Curti, PLC Help?

As a law firm licensed as a fiduciary, Fleming & Curti, PLC can serve as guardian, conservator, trustee, agent
under powers of attorney, and/or personal representative (i.e. executor) of a probate estate. When the firm
serves as agent under power of attorney or trustee, we are usually nominated in estate planning documents.
When our services might be needed, we would assess the level of assistance required and help.

To serve as guardian or conservator for an incapacitated person, we must be appointed by a judge in a court
proceeding. A family member usually requests our appointment. Sometimes we may be enlisted to serve if
there are serious disagreements among family members, and a neutral third party is needed to assure the
incapacitated person’s interests remain the focus. Sometimes we help family members be family members,
rather than litigants.

Examples of Services Performed by Fleming & Curti, PLC as Fiduciary

We tailor our services based on what each individual and family needs. In some cases, Fleming & Curti may
assist with financial matters and support a family member who is serving as a health care agent. In other cases,
Fleming & Curti may be responsible for both financial and health care-related matters. We have an in-house
case management team, a finance team (including a full-time CPA), and a property management team.

While a person is living, we might undertake any or all of these tasks:

e Seeing to payment of regular bills.

 Preparing and filing income tax returns (or, if a private tax preparer is already involved, handling
contact with that tax preparer).

e Monitoring living arrangements and assisting with any move that might be required.

 Assisting with caretakers, companions, and transportation.

 Preparing accounting statements that detail expenses and income.

e Managing bank, brokerage, and other accounts.

» Arranging direct deposits, regular periodic payments, and other financial transactions.

e Overseeing payments and tax reporting for caretakers and companions.
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After someone has died, we work to administer the estate, either as trustee or personal representative. That
means that we collect assets, pay creditors, and distribute property to heirs or beneficiaries. Our staff of more
than twenty employees helps ensure that estates are settled as quickly and efficiently as possible. Families who
use our fiduciary services have access to our 24-hour, on-call case manager. This after-hours service often
provides families with peace of mind.

How Much Does It Cost?

Fleming & Curti does charge fees for this work. Depending on the nature and duration of the need, we may
charge for our services on an hourly or flat (often percentage) basis. Our current hourly fee schedule can be
found on our website: elder-law.com/office-fees/. We always strive to ensure fees are reasonable.

How Can I Learn More?

If you wish to explore naming Fleming & Curti as fiduciary in your estate planning documents, you may do so
with your current estate planning attorney. We are happy to meet in your attorney’s office or your home. You
also may wish to schedule a free fiduciary consultation with us at the Fleming & Curti office. You retain the
absolute power to name whomever you wish as your fiduciary. There are other capable and experienced
licensed fiduciaries in Tucson and throughout Arizona. We can provide names of alternate fiduciaries if

you wish to explore various options.

If we’re your attorney and you choose to appoint Fleming & Curti as a future fiduciary, it is important to un-
derstand that our role as a fiduciary will differ from our role as estate planning attorney. A conflict could arise
in that case, and we would recommend that you meet with another lawyer to get independent legal advice.

Of course, you have every right to talk to another attorney at any time. It is important to remember that you
can make changes to your estate planning documents as long as you understand what those changes mean.
That includes who is best equipped to serve as your fiduciary. It’s up to you.

We are Tucson elder law attorneys committed to helping seniors, individuals with disabilities, their families,
and supporters make informed choices guiding them through some of life’s most important decisions.
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